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JAPS SAY YANKS
PREPARING FOR
NEW OFFENSIVE

BY LEONARDP MILLMAN
{Associated Press War Editor)
Japanese propagandists today
forecast another American invasion
stemming from Okinawa where
three U.5. infantry divisionz fought
through tortuous terrain to the
northern edges of two battle-ecarred
ajrstrips om the jisland's southern
front,
In the day’s most gensational ae-
tion, a British armored column sped
56 miles through soutkern Burma {o
within 62 miles of Rangoon. Against
equally light opposition the U.S.
24th division drove another 14 miles
through the Apo mountains of Mind-
anao in the southern Philippines,
_coming within sight of Davao guif.
é{:panese stubbornly defended moun-
. ain positions on  three northern

Tokyoe made no attempt to guess
whete the next U8, amphibicus
blow might strike. Eighty trans-
ports, escorted by at least 30 war-
ships, were reported in the Okinawa
area.

Frepare For Operations

Most of these have been cruising
around the area, the Domel news
agency szid in a dispatch reported
that it appeared U.8. “naval forces
in Okinawa walers have beer pre-
paring for new operations for the
last few days.'”

A small force of Nipponese suicide
Mlanes attacked this flast yesterday,
radio Tokyo claimed ainking two
cruisers, including the Savannah,
and four transports. Japanese also
asserted a surface craft sank a sub-
marine in the southwest Pacilic.

A hnndred or more Superforis
raided six enemy air bases on Kyu-
sho island in Japan proper this
merning for the third econsecutive
day. One B-2%9 was lost in yester-
da¥'s strike.

Some 325 miles to the south U.S.
nth divisfont patrels erawled almost
to the northern edge ¢f Yonahara
alyterip on the east coast of south-
ern Okinawa, while the 27th smash-
ed to within striking distance of
Machinato field on the west. The
96th took more rugged hills in the
center of the ridged and cave-mark-
ed line which would make possible
a final assault on both strips.

“Planes Support Advance

; The Awmerican advance through
Mindanao was sopported by rocket-
firing planes. But, the 24th found
scant oppesition as it came within
sight of Digos on Davao gulf where
heavy fighting is anticipated.

Sixteen enamy vessels, inciuding a
submarine, were hit by Scuthwest
Pacific bombers while the 115, 14th
air force in China supported Chinese
ground forces and heavily raided en-
emy communication lines.

Chinese held the three-pronged Ja-
panese push toward the U.B. air-
base at Chihkiang, 250 miles south-
past of Chingkisg. on 2 crescent
shaped front 75 miles from Chih-
kiang. Repeated attacks were beaten
back in the center, infiltrating
groups surrounded and annihifiated
on one flank, and fierce counterat-
tacks pressed on the other.

Heavy fighting developed in south-
east China where Japanese appaT-
ently were trying to broaden their
China-Inde-China corridor as a de-
fensive measure.

Early Rapids
Resident Dies

Mrs. Charles M. Kruger, 75, died
at her home, 521 Sixteenth street
south, ak 6:45 this morning fol]_ow-
ing a heart attack Friday evening.

*.She had heen a resident of Wiscon-
sin Rapids since the age of three.

Mrs. Rruger, the former Augusta
Duberstein, was born in Pomerania,
Germany, August 4, 1860, _thc
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. William
Duberstein, who came there as plo-
heers. She married Charles M. Krn-
ger at Kellner November 19, 1903.
A daughter died in infancy and Mr.
Kruger died April 11, 1933.

She is survived by two sons, El-
mer and William Xruger, both of
Wisconsin Rapids, and three grand-
children.

Tuneral services will be at 2:30
Monday safterncon &t Immannel
Luthevan church, the Rev. E. G.
Wnechle officiating, Burial will be

. burest Hill cemetery. The body
is at the Baker Mortuary.
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of their respective units follow

Raobertson of Eos Angeles, Calif.,

the Russian army, helow, exuberant at the histeric meeting, sym-

bolize the jor that is rampant through Allied fighting men around

the world, Lientenant Robertson, the first American soldier to shake

hands with a Rossian soldier, crossed to the east bank of Lthe Elbe
river.

THE TWAIN DO MEET—The histeric juncture hetween forces of
the Anglo-American and the Soviet armies at Torgau, Germany oh
the Elbe river is depicted in the top scene. Mai. Gen. E. F. Reain-
hardt; eommander of the ¢%th imfantry, Ist army (2nd from. right)
talks with the ecommanding general of a Russian division. Troops

hehind themn. Second L. William
and Lt. Alexander Sylvashko of

set the 12-gauge shotgun against

then crawled about 150 yards te

Lies Unattended Overnight
After Shooting Accident

Irvin Gukenherger, 39, Roule 5, was alive miraculously today af-
ter having accidentally shot himself threugh the neck yesterday af-
tertioon while shooling squirrels on his farm and lying wpattended for
at least 16 hours until a neighhor heard his ¢ries for help and toak
him Lo the Riverview hospital early this moacning.

According to Gukenberger's story, he was trying to shooi some
squirrels near a corn crib on his farm, where he lives alone, and had

As he reached through the fence to get the gun, it apparentiy caught
on the wire and went off, the charge striking him in the neck. He

collapsed. About 6 o’clock this morning, Renben Rochelle, a neighbor,
was awakened by hig cries for help and came to his aid.

His condition is considered good by the altending physician, who
suid it was 2 miracle that he survived the ordeal. The iemperature
was wecorded at 26 degrees during the night,

a fence while he crawled through.

the porch of his heuse where he

Gachnang Services’
To Be Held Monday

Funeral services will be held at 2
o'clock Monday afternoon at the
Pittsviile Funeral home for Henry
Gachnang, 63, who died at his home
in the town of Hansen at 10:10 Fri-
day morning after a long illness.

A lifelong resident of Wood coun-
ty, Mr. Gachnang, was born at Pitts-
ville September 24, 1381, and moved
with his parents to the town of Han-
sen when he was three years old.
Two sisters, Mrs. G. H. Stahl and
Mrs. J. M. Hunt, both of Madizon,
and two brothers, Fred and IEd
Gachnang, survive.

EXTENDING MAINS

A sewer and water exiension s
being installed on Fifleenth strest,
Yetween Oak and Peach strects, ae-
cording td Carl Cajanus, cily en-
gineer.

Pfc. Bobb Manley Is
Injured in Germany

Pfe. Bobb Manley, whose wife re-
sides at 450': Fifth avenue north,
was injured in action in Germany
recently, according to a war depart-
ment telegram received by DMrs.
Manley.

A member of infantry in the
Third army, Private Manley enter-
cd the armed forces in July, 1444
and went overseas last Januwary, He
is now in a hospital in Eagland and
has been awarded the Purple Heart.

Expect Liberation of
Denmark in 5 Weeks

Stockhelm — () — “Fortress
Nenmark” lopms today as the weak-
cst of all Nazt strongholds. TPat-
riots eanfidently prodict its libera-
tion within five weeks,

{By the Associaled Press)

A Milan radio station Which eall-
ed itself “the voice of the Italian
Nationa] Liberation committee'
said today that Benite Muosseling,
disguised as a German soldier, had
been arreated on the west shore of
Lake Como.

The gtatien, in a broadeast re-
corded by the federal communica-
tiona commission, added that twn
of Il Nuece’s top ministers also bhad
been captured.

Canture of Marshal Rodolfo Gra-
siani, war miniater in Muasolini's

MNewsparerARLHIVE®

Mussolini, Two Top Aduvisers
Reported Nabbed by Italians

puppet north Ialian government
and ene-time eommander of Ial-
jan forces in North Africa, has
heen announced by Halian patrint
headaqurarters in Milan, the broad-
casi said.

Guido Ruifarini-Guidi, former
secretary of state and minister of
the interior in Mussolini’s Fascist
government, was captured by Ital-
fan patrints at Fortezza while at-
tempting to escape into Switzer-
land, the radie station added. Rof-
farini-Gnidi will he hronght hefore
a penple's enprt, the broadeast de-
clared.

BERLIN'S INNER
DEFENSE SPLIT,
GERMANS REPORT

BY RICHARD KASISCHKE

Londen— {&y—The German high
command daclared today that Soviet
treops had e¢rashed through Ber-
lin’s inner defense ring and were
fighting on Alexanderplatz, site of
Gestapo headquarters. Nazi planes
were flying in reinforcements, fond,
and ammunition t¢ the fanatical
garrison, the German communique
said, .

Russian troops have captured
Pazewalk, 22 miles northwest of
Stettin, on the main road fo the
Baltic port of Stralsund, Marshal
Etalin anncunced tonight in an or-
der of the day.

This sweep by the Second White
Russian army also won Sirasburg,
10 miles west of Pasewalk, in the
drive to link with British forees in
northern Germany.

German armies facing the Ameri-
cing on the Elbe have been with-
drawn in an attempt to relieve the
capitzl, the war bulletin said. Ear-
fier, the Germans said a zelief
army ‘was nearing Berlin from a
Russian trap to the southeast.

Only one-qguarter of the fiaming,
crumbling city 1emained in Nax
hapds, Soviet ircops were boring
in block by beck, aud other divi-
sions sped westward in a push to
isplate the last Nazi Baltic ports.

Russtar correspendents in Berlin
declared trapped Germans were try-
ing to escape in wholesale fashion.
German officers could not halt the
guicidal resistance because of Naazi
55 overlords, the covrespondents
added.

These front dispatches said many
Nazis were discarding wniforms for
eivilian clethes.

Swiss Border
Is Reached by
Yank Troops

Rome —(P)— American Llroops,
striking across the Pao valley and
inte the Alps, reached ithe Swiss
border teday and cut off all north-
weslern ltaly from exits 1o Ger-
many, the Milan national liberation
radio roporled today.

The Americans earlier had spear-
od close 1o Bergame, 125 nules
southwest of 1he Brenner pass and
30 miles from the horder in a swifi
dash to outflank Milan, 26 miles
te the southwest. This placed the
Fiflh army almost at ihe southern
tip of Lake Coma.

A Tirst armored division spear-
head ihat seized the Ghedi airport
noear Bergamo in a 31 mile advance
mosved on the field 2o fast a Ger-
man fergpeant assigned 1o Llew Lhe
instaliations  war ecaplured bolore
ke could touch off a Tuse.

Gn the Ligurian coast a =speeial
task force entered Pontremoli, 20
miles north of La Spezia, en route
to Parma, Allied headquarters dis-
closed.

Other Fifth army troops smashed
intns the greal port of Genoa. The
“Free Milan” radio declared Ger-
man commanders were endearoring
to negotiate a general surrender
of their hopclessly trapped forees
in northern Ttaly.

{A broadeast Ly the partisan ra-
dio at Tusto Arsizio in norihern
lLaly, recorded by the TFCC, said
patriot forees had “linked up” with
Allied troops north of the Po and
that all reads leading to ihe Bren-
ner pass had been *“barred.”)

Committee Discusses
Land Sale Proposals

The general business committce
of the city couneil mel yestarday
afternaon at the city hall to diseuss
the sale of two picees of property,
ong on Canal street, the other on
Drake and Seventh streels, Reeom-
mendations will be submitted to the
city rouncil at a meeting Tuesday

cvening.

BY AUSTIN BEALMEAR

Paris—(&)—The American Sev-
enth army closed today within 25
miles of Munich and broadeasis
from that Nazi citadel said a revolt
was scething in the city,

Augusburg, third city of Bavaria,
fell to Lt. Gen. Alaxander M. Palch's
troops. The Seventh army reached
the Austrian frontier at Fuessen, 55
miles over the towering Alps from
the Brenner pass after charging 45
miles into the weastern end of the
German national redaubt.

Three armies were advancing on
Munich and theeatening to encircle
the cily. third largest in Germany.

Gen. Patton sent 1.8, Third army
infantry 27 miles north of {he city
while his tank divisions meoved down
the Danube valley in Austria toward
an imminent junction with ihe Rus-
sians west of Vienna to seal off
Czechoslovakia and carve hisected
Germany into three death traps.
Southwest M Munich

The French First army was 40
miles zouthwest of Munich and deep
in the Nazi redoubt. The closest ap~
groach to Munich was from the west
bevond Landsberg.

Third army troops were chatier-
ing back and forth by radin with
Russians in Austria. At last reports,
the Americans were barely 25 miles
from Linz, one of Hitler's faverite
cities and on the last intact route
into the redoubt from the Filsen-
Prague nrunitions area.

Germany was cut in fwo in the
center and the Russians reported
new junctions with American forzes
on the Elke. The iron band between
the southern and northern German

Joe Goodrich
Dies in Achion
In Philippines

T/t Joe . Goodrich, 25, son of
Mr. and Mrs, J. K. Goodrich, 1311
Elm street, was killed in action
April 8 o Luzon in the Philippines,
aecording to a war department tele-
gram received by the soldier’s par-
ents thia morning.

The Wisennsin Rapids soldier was
2 member of the 126th infanlry in
the 22nd divisior. His parents had
raceived their last lelier from him
two weeks ago and il was dated
April 1, from Balete pass in the
Philippines.

He had been wounded by shrap-
net in the back, neck and hand, in
December, 1044 at Ormoc Bay in
the Philippines. He recovered in
three weeks from the wounds re-
ceived in that batlle, for which his
oulfit reecived a prosidential cita-
tion. He also had been awarded the
Purple Heart and the Combatl In-
fantry badge.

Goodrieh was bhern 1 Wisconsin
Rapids Dacember 7, 1919, He at-
iended the Howe Grade schaol and
was graduated from Lincoln High
sehinel in 1038, While in high schoal
he participaicd in Tour major sporls
—Dhaseball, foelball, basketball anvd
lrack., Tollowing  his  graduation
from Lincaln High, he atiended
Central State Teachers cellege for
Lhree years, then ecnlisted in Lhe
army in October, 10420 While at the
Poinl Teachers college, he was a
meniber of lhe Toolhzll team.

After 13 weeks Lraining ut Camp
Woellers, Tex., he wias sent over-
eas to Australia. Hle participatod
in the Munday Bay, Saider. Aitape
and Morolai campaigns in the soulh
Pacific before gaing to Lhe Thilip-
pines.

In addilion to his parents, he is
survived by one hrother, Pvi. James
", Goodrich, who is with the T7&th
division at Camp Atterhury, Ind.

Tighten Regulations
On Food And Menus

For Prisoners of War

Chicagn —(/B)— Stiffer reatrie-
Lions on food and menus for enemy
prizoners of war in the Sixth Ser-
viee command have gone into of-
fect, Maj. Gen. Rossel B, Reynalds,
commander, announced Loday.

The new regulations call for more
mealless meala, wilh substitilions
of “~heap grades of figh, macaroni,
spagheiti, heans, and other similar
entrees,” Roynolds agid,

e added that POW camps in the
eommand, which include [linaia
and Wisconain, have overzoas war
velerans as guards wherever poassi-
hle, and the Nazi aalute hy cnemy
prisoners has becn banned, swas-
tika flags have been confiscated,
and KKazi ingignia, emblems or pie-
turea of Nazi leaders are prahihited

either {or possession or display.

pockets was perhaps B0 miles wide.

Patton’s 66Lh division drove wilh-
in 31 miles of Munich fram the
nerth, entering Rohrback. The Sev-
enth army captured Aupgsburp, 32
mileg northwest, and moved within
25 miles of Munich in the area be-
yond Landsberg to the south of
Augsburg.
Revolt In Munich

Eroadeasting on the Munpich wave
length heard by approaching Thicd
army uniis said the ravolt in the
city was being carvied out by the
“Free Action of Bavaria®™ group.
The radio repeatedly asked the Al-
lies to bomb headquarters of Fieid

Wiaconsin Rapids like the

of the Reichsbank.

demand.”
The news brake with 2 suddem

Marshal Albert Iiesselring at Pull-
asch, six miles south of Munich.
The revelt was said to have start-
ed avound dawn.

One broadeast said Gen. Rilter
Von Epp, governor of Bavaria, had
split with the Nazis and seized pow-
er, deciding to break off the fixht
as “‘senzeless.” Epp in the past has
been pictured as an ardent Nazi and
the broadcasis asserted repeatedly
that the movement -vas “anti-Nazi.”

‘““Tha heur of freedom has siruek,”
voices on the Munich wave length
said,

Official after official paraded to
microphones in seuth Germany and
branded the Muonich wave lencth
broadeast as & “fake by criminals,
traitors and swindlers.”

The B8Gth division advanced on
Munich down the Berlin-Muonich =su-
perhighway, gaining nine miles over-
night,

The Texas and Cklahoma (80th}
division crossed the Czechoslovakian
frontier at a new point and reachad
Smaxov, 32 miles southwest of {he
great Skoda munitions works.
Surge Sounthward

The T71st, 65th, 86th and 9th divi-
stong surged south of the Danube on
a §0-mile fronl from 1lhe areas ol
the capiured fortress of Regensburg
and Ingolstadt in advance up to len
miles closing down on the roof of
the Davarian redoubt. The new 97ih
infantry division was disclosed Lo be
in action with 1he Third army.

Augsburg, third largest Bavarian
eity of 185,705 inhabitanis, was the
seene of Messerschmitt aireraft and
deisel engine Tactories. The city was
founded by the Romuns aroend the
time of Christ and is dominated hy
a lenlh eenlury cathedral. s 1all
left Hitler with only ten cities of
mare lhan 100,000 people.

A cilizens eommiitee met Seventh
army divisional commanders yesler-
day to arrange ils surrender,

The disintegration of ithe ronfused
and  bealen  German  armies  eon-
tinued apace, even as the caplurad
ierman  peneral ={aff spokesman,
Lt. Gen. Kurt Diltmar, predicted
that Hitler would dic in Herlin with-
iioa few davs and lhat the war
would end swiltly aflerwnrds,

The Canadian First army tighien-
ed a siege are avonnd the romd ren-
tor of Oldenbuvey and heal agninst
the drfenses of the Karibh sea porls
and noval bazes of Emden and Wil-
helmahaven,

The Freneh at Fussen nn the Ans-
frian frontier were haeely 55 miles
across The Alps fromn the Rrenner
pass—easiesl enlranee inle Lhe Ba-
varinn rodoobl—which  the  Allred
armies in Tlaly were npproaching.,
Peckels Diminiching

In 1he mopup of the teap south of
Stuitgart, the French liberated the
Archbishop of Kiev il seversl Uk-
rainian olergymien from Naxi con-
eendrilinng eamps.

Link Leawves
Three Armies

Out of Work

Paris— (F)—The historic junc-
tion of Amevican and Huossian forces
in Germany left at leagt three
armies temporarily out of jobs to-
day but there still was much fight-
ing to be done before the war in
Europe could be considered over.

& matter of weeks,

armies:

gsomewhere ¢lse in Burape? Would
they he pulled out the line and sent
home?  Would they he used—Tlus-
sians  and Americans alike—in a
final shaticring bhiow in the IPzei-
fie?

Lt. Gen. Kurt Ditbmar, widely-
quoted Wazi military eommentator,
predicts that the war will be over
in a few days. After survendering
to Lthe U. S, Ninth army he declar.

ed that Hitler was in Berlin and
would die there.
“When Berlin falls it =il be

over,” he said, asserting thal once
Hitler is dead there will he nothing
ta hold together the renmaining Mazi
forces.

Ditimar asserted Lthat the so-eall-
ed Bavarian redoubt was a myth,

Bulletins

GORRDBELS LEROTHER AEIZED

L. o= Eirst Armiy, Grerrmsanb)d i 4
Hans Gorhbel, Dol wf fThe dGeerman
progmgnnsdg tainlsler and bimselT o hifgh
rathine Nazl, was lahen Lito militar
ey Lmliy lev Infantesmen. e
Lroliier of [ire, 1"l Jadeph Goehbels
was nrrestidl at his hon In the con-
aqueted BRabe pt Millraih, e firnt  (be-
fifet wpy coanecilon with the MNazi omris
Bt Inter derboaoindedged {hat he Wos an
sherfuehrer fmaer general) in the Nel-
derelwln s nntl-ubeeraft group.

WOLLD ENTEND CONTRACT

e Yyarh—0 LI — Lt heacite opaerad ors
wgreed doibny e on Mooy extensiong af
thebe  contemet  with the Unlted  Mine
Varkirs, svblch evpires Morulay  mighi,
UMWY pimenes] 3t ok e
The wubdeel  Fonslders-

wWhile the
kg o ghe
Lhrerw,!

4 HITELER »THICKEY

Btvrhildm — (A I*}y — Tlies enspnpir
Siebinbhe Dnghltpdet, gusting  “robialde
ciralew ™ mpbih todlas Phnd M Hler Hipsl =ufe
Trreddl n verelirnl hemorrheze apd Wi
wenr desnls slile Berlin.

Drive Against

MParic—( Py—A  supreme head-
quarlers statement todey declared
the French Firsl army was obslroct-
mg 1he Allies  diive southeast
againgt the Nazi vedoubt hy ilg per-
sislenees in conlinuing Lo occupy
Slutleart,

Fhe statement said  Sixlh army
groop  headguarters had nsked the
French First army to move out of
the city, capital of Wuerttembery,
whirh the French captured.

SGI n Stuitgart

Al latest reports, the French still
were Lthore—hacked hy the French
entineil of ministers  which voierd
disappraval of the request on
grounds that Lthe Rig Theee had not
taken any action on France’s pest-
war oceunation zone claims in south-
west Germany.

The Sixth army group includes tha
U.8. Seventh and French First arm-
ies. I is commanded by Gen. Jacob
L. Tlevers.

The Freneh have asked for vies
ally ouiright occupation of the
| Saariand plus defined occupational

French Army Obstructing

Nazi Redoubt

and palieing rights after the war of
the whole crosa=-Ithine bell from the
Ruhr down to Lake Constance,
Regard Sijualion Timely

They take the position that French
military administration of Stuttgart
serves 1o underscore  that request,

I'rench officials regared tho situalion

as limely, coming whils world dels-
|ﬂatcs are comvencd at San Fram-
i cisen,

But supreme headquarters, which
at first had declined to comment on
lhe eontroversy on the grounds that
it is primarily pohtical. now de-
clared that the reauest for the

tions,

headguarters  statement

supply and communications
might h  changed,  shonld
French simply refuse tq budes,

Front line commanders believe
arganized warfare may wind up in

But supreme
headquarters, offieially peesimistic,
says it ean last forr several months.

In Paris. such questions as these
were bheing asked conc@yning these

Would they take new positions

Freneh to move out of Stuttgart was
made in line with military omara-

The sttuation, fraught with poten-
tialities, thus far has hrought about
nothing in the nature of a ¢lash. The
indieated
that rather than bring aboui such a
elash, the American zone snd the
line

the

Himmler Reported Seecking

""Unconditional Surrender”

7th Army Smashes
To Within 25 Miles
of Chaotic Munich

Wisconsin Rapids Buzzes
With Talk of V-E Prospects

rest of the Alied world buzzed

ltoday with reports that Heinrieh llimmler had offered uncon-
dilional surrender to Great Britain and the United States hut
that it had been rejected by Prime dMinister Churchill on the
basis that it did not include Russia and wovd also that a futile
effort had besn made 1his week to establish a new German
government under the leadership of Walter Funk, president

The latest word this afiernoon by the Associated Press
came in the forin of a breadcast from Washington by eom-
mentator Morgan Beatly that he had “confirmed on competent
authority the report circulating in the capital” that the Ger-
man high command had made a request io the governments
of Brilain and the United States to surrender but there was
no confirmation of Bealtv's statement. .

Beatty said the German offers would be accepted “in general” if
the Nazis agreed to include Russia in the capitulation and that “The
German government has until Tuesday night to reply to the Allied

1025 here about 8 o'clock thiz morn--

ing concerning Himmler's reported offer and residents of Wisconsin
Rapida were speculating over whether a “V-E** proclamation or an-
nouncement of a German coilapse would come this weekend.

According to the Associated Presg,
lhe prime minister neither eonfirm-
ed nor denied ryeports that surren-
der had been offered to the two
Western allies, but not to Russia
Churehill declared:

It has heen reported by Reyters
Lhat unconditional surrender was of-
fured by Himnmler to Britain and the
United States only. Further that
Britain and the United States have
replied saying they will not accept,
unconditional surrender except on
behalf of all the allies inctuding
Russia.

Reports To Be Expected

“Io donbt at a time like this all
kinds of reports of preposals for
German  surrvender from various
parts of the German reich are rife,
as these are in harmeony with ihe
cnemy's desperate situation.

"His majesty’s government havae
no information te give about any of
them at this moment. But it must be
emphasized that only unconditional
surrender to the three major powers
will be entertuined, and that the
clozest accord prevails bhetween the
three powers,”

Beoatty declared that, “I have con-
firmed that Lthe offer was made :n
midweek, and perhaps transmitted
Wednesday, and was immediatelv
taken under consideration. It was de-
termined Thowever that the offer
would he acceptable only provided
1he Germans zlse inelude Russia.”
At San Francisco, Secretary Stet-
{inius refused to confirm or deny
reports of the offer.

“I"'m sorry old man.” the secretary
told a reporter, “hbut I can’t help you
on {hal.”

White lHouse press secretary Jon-
athan Daniels said today it was
“perlectly clear” that there can be
ne unconditional surrender by Ger-
many unless it is made to all the al-
hes.

Naniels  said he Knew nothing
abaut any surrender *“proposals.”
“This government,” he told news-
men “hag pothing in say at this
time. We all know thers ave and
will ha muny rumors.”

Asked whether Prasident Truman’s
long conference yeslerday with mili-
lary chiefs had any Learing on the
surrender rumors. Daniels replied:
“No, nnt specifieally.”

From the German-Swisz frountier,
it was learmed an offort to estab-
Lish a new (German government un-
der leadership of Walther Tunk,
president of the Reichsbank, at Saiz-
burge failed inst Tueesdar.

T'unk has served as minister of
ceonomics and as a member of the
wartime ministerial couneil,

Isxeed Proclamation

Reports frem acress Lhe frontier
from sovutrces usually reliable said
that Funk and [ive other membera
of the oiil Reich movernment met ac
Salzburg on April 21 and issged a
proclamation that said “the gov-
srnment has eeased to exist,” and
urging Germans to stop all resist-
ance.

The proclamation sald  “local
autheritics are requested to act as
they sec it Lo aveid any further
Llomlshed.  The German army s
capitulaling, and any further re-
stgtnnee will only worsen 1he future
of the German people.”

The report said the proclamation
wag signed by Funk as “provision-
al reichs chaneellor,” and by Field
Marshal Walther von Brauchitsch
as “miinister of war.,”

The Gestapo  intervened, sap-
pressed the new  self-constituted
rovernmont, and arrested two mem-
bers, these reports continued,

Nekoosa Soldier
Wounded on Luzon

T/Sgt Frank J. Wolfe, son of Mrsz,
Mary Ann ‘Wolfe, Nekoosa, 'was
slightly wournded in action on Lue
zon in the Philippines March 23, ac-
carding to a war department telee
gram received by the soldier’s mota~
er Thursday night.

Sergeant Wolfe is with the 12nd
divigion and was a member of the
National Guard in 1940,
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